


W HEN THE GOING GETS TOUGH, WE SHARE 
OUR STRENGTHS WITH OTHERS TO 
GET THROUGH THE HARD TIMES. FOR 

TROPICAL SMOOTHIE CAFÉ®, THE STRENGTH LIES IN, 
WELL, MAKING SMOOTHIES, AND LISA MORRISON OF 
THE LOCAL VIERA FRANCHISE WAS ALL TOO HAPPY 
TO DONATE AND DELIVER 100 OF THE YUMMY 
TREATS TO THE NURSES AT VIERA HOSPITAL, STAFF 
AT THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT AND TO BREVARD FIRE 
STATION 48.
   
    The donations were part of #InItTogether, a 
nationwide challenge by Tropical Smoothie Cafe’s parent 
company to distribute 100,000 of the healthy drinks 
to healthcare workers and first responders on the front 
lines of the COVID-19 pandemic. The brand's focus has 
been on supporting all communities where our franchise 
owners and the cafe employees live and work. "In cafes 
across the country, the Tropical Smoothie Cafe family 
is working tirelessly to support our local communities, 
which are currently facing unprecedented hardship," said 
Charles Watson, CEO of Tropical Smoothie Cafe, LLC.
    To reach the goal of 100,000 smoothies, each of the 
830 Tropical Smoothie Cafes were asked to donate 
at least 100. As of March 27, Tropical Smoothie 
Cafe franchise has delivered approximately 20,000 
smoothies across over 20 states and over 30 markets. 
Viera's Tropical Smoothie Cafe was in the vanguard of 
participating locations. They were not the only business 
to step forth to make life a little brighter for Health First 
medical heroes. Among the Viera businesses donating 
their talent, time or treasure were Viera Builders, W&J 
Construction, Amici’s Restaurant,  Coldstone Creamery, 
Taco Bell, Bella Luna Restaurant, CVS Pharmacy Viera, 
Remax Aerospace, Space Coast Credit Union, Chick-
fil-a Viera and Domino’s Pizza. 
    It was not only medical frontliners who have received 
an assist from local businesses. Chris Conneen of Pizza 
Gallery & Grill and 28 North, both at The Avenue 
Viera, has been feeding people for three decades, so in 

2016 Coneen joined forces with Buzz Underill of Squid 
Lips to create Hospitality Life, a nonprofit that provides 
a lifeline to industry employees who have fallen on hard 
times. With the pandemic, Coneen and Underill have 
their work cut out for them as they work to serve those 
who have served us, the 10,000+ recently unemployed 
food and beverage workers in Brevard. The organization 
has multiple restaurants each day preparing hot meals 
for hospitality workers in need. They can feed individuals 
or families a nutritionally balanced meal for under two 
dollars per person. Coneen and Underill are challenging 
the community to join them with “virtual tips” made 
through Facebook and GoFundMe links available at 
HospitalityLife.org.
    For the entire community, Florida Today, with 
headquarters on Viera Blvd., has made all stories related 
to COVID-19 free to read. 
    The Viera Company is focusing their monetary 
donations on food and shelter for local families in need 
during the crisis along with their parent company A. 
Duda and Sons, Inc. Donations include Brevard Schools, 
local food banks and multiple critical needs hot spots. 
    Be it news, meals or just a refreshing smoothie, the gifts 
of Viera area businesses have helped brighten the day for 
both the heroes who are risking their lives to keep us safe, 
as well as for the rest of us, who all have been affected in 
one way or another by the pandemic.  

Helping the Helpers
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